	PLANNING A NON-EUCHARISTIC LITURGY

	

	Preparation
	Date: Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C): liturgy on the Monday following this day

	Feast: - 
	Focus: Knowing Jesus

	
	Place: School’s Church
	Time: Morning Prayer 
	Group: Year 6

	
	Required Props (Cross, candles, symbol etc):
· Green cloth

· Cross

· Candle 

· Children’s puzzle pieces

· Large cross template (on thick cardboard) with Velcro tabs for each child

· Youtube clip for hymns with lyrics

	
	How will symbols be displayed/used? (What specific action?):
Lay green cloth in centre of Church with cross and candle to decorate. Have large cross template standing vertically so that all children can see. Children will stick their puzzle pieces on the template during the liturgy. Display youtube clips on projector so that children can follow along. 

	

	Gather (Introductory  Rites)
	Welcome 

Leader: Welcome all to our liturgy today, following the 24th Sunday of Ordinary time. In accordance with the Roman Missal, our liturgy will be focused on knowing Jesus. Today we hear how Jesus asks his disciples who they think he is and how Peter says that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Let us think about how we also know whom Jesus is, and why our faith is so important to us. Join with me as we listen to our gathering hymn reminding us of our special relationship with Jesus.


	

	
	Gathering Hymn
 ‘My Jesus, My Saviour’

	

	
	Opening Prayer
Reader 1: Let us pray. 

All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Reader 1: Grant, O Lord,
that we may always revere and love your holy name,
for you never deprive of your guidance
those you set firm on the foundation of your love.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. 
	

	

	Listen (Liturgy of the Word)
	Reading 1 ZEC 12:10-11; 13:1
Reader 2: A reading from the book of Zechariah.

Thus says the LORD:
I will pour out on the house of David
and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem
a spirit of grace and petition;
and they shall look on him whom they have pierced, 
and they shall mourn for him as one mourns for an only son,
and they shall grieve over him as one grieves over a firstborn.

On that day the mourning in Jerusalem shall be as great
as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the plain of Megiddo.

On that day there shall be open to the house of David
and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
a fountain to purify from sin and uncleanness.
Reader 2: The Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm PS 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9
Reader 3: O God, you are my God whom I seek;
for you my flesh pines and my soul thirsts
like the earth, parched, lifeless and without water.
R. (All):  My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.
Reader 3: Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary
to see your power and your glory,
For your kindness is a greater good than life;
my lips shall glorify you.
R. (All): My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.
Reader 4: Thus will I bless you while I live;
lifting up my hands, I will call upon your name.
As with the riches of a banquet shall my soul be satisfied,
and with exultant lips my mouth shall praise you.
R. (All): My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.
Reader 4: You are my help,
and in the shadow of your wings I shout for joy.
My soul clings fast to you;
your right hand upholds me.
R. (All): My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

Reading 2 GAL 3:26-29
Reader 5: A reading from the book of Galatians. 
Brothers and sisters:
Through faith you are all children of God in Christ Jesus.
For all of you who were baptized into Christ
have clothed yourselves with Christ.
There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither slave nor free person,
there is not male and female;
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
And if you belong to Christ,
then you are Abraham’s descendant,
heirs according to the promise.

Reader 5: The Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.
Gospel LK 9:18-24
Leader: The Lord Be with you

All: And also with you

Leader: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

All: Glory to you, O Lord

Leader: Once when Jesus was praying in solitude,
and the disciples were with him,
he asked them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?”
They said in reply, “John the Baptist;
others, Elijah;
still others, ‘One of the ancient prophets has arisen.’”
Then he said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Peter said in reply, “The Christ of God.”
He rebuked them
and directed them not to tell this to anyone.

He said, “The Son of Man must suffer greatly
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes,
and be killed and on the third day be raised.”
Then he said to all,
“If anyone wishes to come after me, he must deny himself
and take up his cross daily and follow me.
For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it,
but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it.”

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

	

	

	Share, Reflect, Respond 
	Prayer/Reflection/Action:
Reflection (adapted from Fr. Murdoch)
Leader: When Jesus asked his disciples who they thought he was, and Peter recognised him as the Christ of God, the first thing he did was to insist that they tell no one. The second thing he did was to tell them that he would suffer and die. And he then said: ‘If anyone wishes to follow me, let him renounce himself, take up his cross and follow me.’ He was saying, ‘the path is not easy, but don’t be afraid of it because it is worthwhile’. 
The Lord is teaching us that yes we will struggle, but there is a purpose to it. All the time we are being formed; we are growing; we are learning to love and serve; but often that doesn’t happen easily. Then when our time of service is over the Lord comes and brings us home. What is important is that we are heading somewhere and there is a purpose to it. With this, we also remember that the Lord Jesus is with us the whole time, guiding us, teaching us, encouraging us; present to us in each mass in an extraordinary way. 
Just like Peter who said that Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of God, and the disciples who shared the news and stories of Jesus, we must also spread the word of the Lord in our lives wherever we go. We must connect with our family and friends and make time to build our personal relationship with Jesus, and understand how He is present in our lives. What does having faith in Jesus as the Son of God mean to you? 
Intercessions 
Leader: In confidence we call upon you, Jesus, Son of God and so we pray:

Reader 6: We pray for the Church: that it may be a sign of our faith in Jesus Christ and that through our actions we may be Christ to others, here and around the world. Lord hear us.

R. (All): Lord hear our prayer.

Reader 7: We pray for all people in our parish and schools: that they may be inspired by God to show Christ’s love in all that they do, teach and say. Lord hear us.

R. (All): Lord hear our prayer. 

Reader 8: We pray for our families and friends: that we may make time for each other and try to have peaceful relationships. Lord hear us.

R. (All): Lord hear our prayer. 

Leader: Let us join all our prayers in the words that Jesus taught us: (all) Our Father...


Action 

Leader: May you now each bring your named puzzle pieces and add it to our template so that we may see the names of God’s children, and how together, they become the cross of Christ – and how Jesus holds all of the pieces together.
	

	

	Go & Tell (Concluding Rites)
	Dismissal

Leader: You called us Jesus, to follow you all the days of our lives. May we know that you are there for us, whatever happens. And that you will guide us home, just as you returned home to your father in Heaven. 

Leader: May the word of God live in our hearts and fill us with lasting joy.

All: Amen

Leader: May we walk in God’s ways, always knowing what is right and good. 

All: Amen. 

Leader: May almighty God bless us, + the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

Leader: Go in the peace of Christ.
All: Thanks be to God.
	

	
	Concluding Hymn

‘Shine, Jesus Shine’ 
	


